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P20-10 
Cumberland County Zoning Ordinance 

 
P20-10.  REVISION AND AMENDMENT TO THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY ZONING 
ORDINANCE BY AMENDING ARTICLE II INTERPRETATIONS, CALCULATIONS, AND 
DEFINITIONS, SECTION 203. DEFINITIONS OF SPECIFIC TERMS AND WORDS AND 
AMENDING ARTICLE IX INDIVIDUAL USES, SECTION 921. RECREATION VEHICLE PARK 
AND/OR CAMPGROUND AND UPDATING THE TABLE OF CONTENTS AS APPROPRIATE.   

 
AMEND the Cumberland County Zoning Ordinance, Article II Interpretations, 
Calculations, and Definitions by amending and adding definitions concerning 
cabins in Section 203. Definitions of Specific Terms and Words as indicated below: 
 

ARTICLE II 
INTERPRETATIONS, CALCULATIONS, AND DEFINITIONS 

 

SECTION 203. DEFINITIONS OF SPECIFIC TERMS AND WORDS. 

 
In further amplification and for clarity of interpretation of the context, the following definitions of 

word usage shall apply: 

 

Building: Any structure enclosed and isolated by exterior walls constructed or used for residence, 

business, industry or other public or private purposes, or accessory thereto, including tents, cabins, 

lunch wagons, dining cars, trailers, manufactured homes and attached or unattached structures 

consisting of roof and supporting members, and similar structures whether stationary or movable. 

 

Cabin:  A building used of occupancies containing sleeping units where the occupants are primarily 

transient in nature and meet the State building codes for a residential building.   

 

Cabin, Open air:  A building that has three walls consisting of at least twenty-percent screened openings 

with a maximum height of 44 inches (1120) mm) above the finished floor to the bottom of the openings, 

has no heating or cooling system.   

 

Campground/RV Parks: Land upon which shelters (such as tents, cabins/open air cabins, travel trailers 

and recreational vehicles) are erected or located for temporary occupation by transients and/or 

vacationers. They may include such permanent structures and facilities as are normally associated with 

the operation of a campground. (Section 921) 
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AMEND the Cumberland County Zoning Ordinance, Article IX Individual Uses by 
amending Section 921. Recreation Vehicle Park and/or Campground as indicated 
below: 

 
ARTICLE IX 

INDIVIDUAL USES 

SECTION 921. RECREATION VEHICLE PARK AND/OR CAMPGROUND. 

 
A. Recreation vehicle parks/campgrounds shall be used only by travel trailers, pickup, 

coaches, motor homes, camping trailers, other vehicular accommodations, cabins and tents 

suitable for temporary habitation and used for travel, vacation and recreation purposes. 

 
B. The area of the park/campground shall be at least three acres. Each recreation 

vehicle/cabin/open air cabins, camp site, excluding sites used solely for tents, shall be a 

minimum of 1,200 square feet in area with a maximum of 20 sites per acre. Each site shall 

contain a stabilized vehicular parking pad of packed gravel, paving or other suitable material.  

Cabin sites shall not exceed more than twenty-percent of the total proposed sites within the 

recreation vehicle/campground site. The maximum size of the proposed cabins shall not 

exceed 400 square feet and shall be identified as being either a cabin or open air cabin.  Cabins 

shall not have bathrooms within the cabin and must be served by a bathhouse located within 

500 feet from the entrance of the cabin to the entrance of the bathhouse.        

 
C. All yard setback requirements shall be in accordance with the dimensional requirements 

of the zoning district in which the park or campground is located and no structure, recreational 

vehicle site or camping site shall be located within the required yard area. 

 
D. Individual recreation vehicle spaces within a recreation vehicle park/campground shall 

not directly access a public road. Access to all recreation vehicle spaces/cabin and accessory 

structures within the park/campground shall be from internal streets with the entrance to the 

park directly accessing a public right-of-way. A driveway permit must be obtained from the 

North Carolina Department of Transportation for connection to the public street. 

 

E. The recreation vehicle park/campground shall not allow for permanent occupancy on 

the same site by the same occupant for any continuous period of time exceeding 90 days with 

a maximum allowance of 180 days per calendar year within the same park. There must be a 

minimum 30 day waiting period between stays within the same park for each recreational 

vehicle/occupant. Each recreation vehicle park/campground shall be required to maintain a 

registry or logbook identifying, at a minimum, the recreation vehicle license plate number 

and Vehicle Identification Number for recreation vehicle sites and/or names of occupants in 

campground sites which will be subject to inspection by the County during regular 

inspections. Upon the adoption date of this amendment, existing recreation vehicle parks will 

also be required to comply with the logbook requirement. 
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F. Each park shall have at least one telephone available for public use. Management head­ 

quarters, manager's residence, recreational facilities, bathhouses, toilets, dumping stations, 

showers, coin­ operated laundry facilities, stores and the   uses and structures customarily 

incidental   to operations of a recreation vehicle park/campground are permitted as accessory 

uses to the park, subject to the following restrictions: 

 
1. Such establishments (excluding recreational facilities) and the parking areas primarily 

related to their operations shall not occupy more than 10% of the gross area of the 

park/campground. 

 
2. The structures housing such facilities shall not be located closer than 100 feet to any 

public street and shall not be directly accessible from any public street but shall be accessible only 

from an internal drive within the park/campground. 

 
3. Such structures containing toilets, bathhouses and other plumbing fixtures shall com­ 

ply with the requirements of the North Carolina Building Code. 

 
4. Each park shall be limited to a maximum of one manager's/ caretaker's residence. 

 
G. Adequate off-street parking and maneuvering space shall be provided on site. No public 

street, sidewalk or right-of-way or any other private grounds not a part of the recreational vehicle 

parking area shall be used to park or maneuver vehicles. 

 
H. Internal drives shall be constructed to a minimum of 18 feet in width if providing two way 

streets and 12 feet in width for one way streets and contain a minimum depth of six inches of 

stone gravel base with proper ditching, drainage, and seeding of slopes. Permanent dead­ end 

streets shall have a cul-de-sac constructed 40 feet in diameter. 

 
I. Recreational vehicle parks and campgrounds shall be enclosed by a fence, wall, landscape 

screening, earthen mounds or by other measures from all contiguous residential areas in a manner 

that complements the landscape and assures compatibility with the adjacent environment and 

complies with the buffering requirements for non-residential uses adjacent to residential districts. 

 
J. In addition to the requirements required to be shown on the site plan as required by the 

Article XIV, the site plan shall include the name and address of the applicant, the location and 

dimensions of each recreation vehicle/camping site, the location and use of all service and 

recreational facilities, all interior access ways, drives, and parking. All site plans subject to this 

Section shall also require approval from the County Health Department. 

 
K. When permitted, recreation vehicle parks/campgrounds within the CD Conservancy 
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District shall be subject to the following requirements: 

 

1. No individual recreation vehicle/camping site shall have individual on-site septic 
systems. 

 

2. Each recreational vehicle must be equipped with a holding tank and each 
park/campground must have an approved dumping station or pump-out facilities on the premises. 

 
L. All Federal, State and other local regulations shall be complied with. 

(Amd. 11-20-06; Amd. 01-19-10) 
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