P11-20
COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT
(Outdoor Firing Ranges)

P11-20. REVISION AND AMENDMENT TO THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY ZONING
ORDINANCE, AMENDING ARTICLE Il INTERPRETATIONS, CALCULATIONS, AND
DEFINITIONS, SECTION 203. DEFINITIONS OF SPECIFIC TERMS AND WORDS BY
INSERTING IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER THE TERM AND DEFINITION FOR “FIRING
RANGE, OUTDOOR;” AMENDING ARTICLE IV PERMITTED, CONDITIONAL, AND
SPECIAL USES, SECTION 403. USE MATRIX BY INSERTING IN ALPHABETICAL
ORDER A NEW ROW ENTITLED “FIRING RANGE, OUTDOOR (SEC. 907.1)" IN THE
LAND USE COLUMN AND ALLOWING THIS USE AS CONDITIONAL ZONING BY
INSERTING A “Z” IN THE A1l ZONING DISTRICT COLUMN ON THIS SAME ROW,
AMENDING ARTICLE IX INDIVIDUAL USES BY CREATING AND INSERTING IN
NUMERICAL ORDER A NEW SECTION ENTITLED: SECTION 907.1 FIRING RANGE,
OUTDOOR, WITH SUB-SECTIONS “A” THROUGH “K;” AND UPDATING THE TABLE
OF CONTENTS AS APPROPRIATE. (NOTE: CASE HEADING HAS CHANGED TO
REFLECT THE JUNE 17, 2013 COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’
APPROVAL.)

1. AMEND Article Il Interpretations, Calculations, and Definitions, Section 203.
Definitions of Specific Terms and Words, by INSERTING in alphabetical order the
following definition:

Firing Range, Outdoor: A facility, including its component shooting ranges, safety
fans or shotfall zones, parking areas, all structures for classrooms, administrative
offices, ammunition storage areas and other associated improvements, designed
for the purpose of providing a place for the discharge of various types of firearms
or the practice of archery. For purposes of this ordinance, outdoor firing ranges are
a principal use of property and therefore, shall not be considered incidental or
accessory. This ordinance is exclusive of occasional target practice by individuals
on property owned or leased by the individuals, sighting of weapons for purposes
of hunting, or temporary turkey shoots conducted on a property no more than 12
days in any calendar year. (Sec. 907.1)

2. AMEND Article IV Permitted, Conditional, and Special Uses, Section 403. Use
Matrix, by INSERTING in alphabetical order in the Land Uses column the term EIRING
RANGE, OUTDOOR (Sec. 907.1) with the new row reflecting that outdoor firing ranges
are allowed with Conditional Zoning approval as indicated by INSERTING a “Z” in the
Al Agricultural zoning district column.

(Editor’s note: See Attachment 1 for matrix layout to be inserted into the existing Section
403.)
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3. AMEND Article IX Individual Uses, by INSERTING in numerical order SECTION
907.1. FIRING RANGE, OUTDOOR, including sub-sections, as follows:

SECTION 907.1. FIRING RANGE, OUTDOOR.

A. A detailed site plan _complying with the provisions of Article XIV shall be
submitted for review and if approved, all applicable permits must be obtained prior
to_ commencement of range activity. The detailed site plan shall be sealed by a
North Carolina registered engineer _attesting that the proposed plan incorporates
the specific safety and design standards for outdoor firing range provisions and
live fire shoot house provisions, if applicable, as set out in Section 4, Outdoor
Range Design; Section 6, Live Fire Shoot House; and Attachments 1-2 through 1-
20, of the Range Design Criteria (June 2012) as published by the US Department
of Energy’s Office of Health, Safety and Security for the type of range proposed;
except that Section 4.b(10), the words “or administrative” in the first sentence of
Section 4.c(7), the second sentence of Section 4.c(7) and Section 6.a(1) shall not
be considered for the reason that these sections are specific to the needs of the
DOE.

[Editor's note: A hardcopy is available for public viewing in the office of the Land Use
Codes section of the Planning & Inspections Department.]

B. The site on which the outdoor firing range is proposed shall contain a minimum
of 200 acres within a tract or contiguous tracts owned or leased under a recorded
lease to the owner/operator of the outdoor firing range. The detailed site plan shall
show the boundary of the subject property in its entirety and shall further disclose
all existing uses, if discernible, and structures within a distance of 300 feet from
the boundary.

C. Surface danger zones shall be located entirely on the subject property and
shall be designed to contain all projectiles and debris caused by the type of
ammunition, targets and activities to be used or to occur on the property. The
layout of the proposed range(s) with the accompanying safety fans shall be
delineated on the required site plan for each/all range(s) to be constructed on the
property. All firing stations shall be setback a minimum of 180 feet from the
boundary of the of the subject property.

D. A 60 foot wide buffer, undisturbed except for fence installation and vegetative
planting, shall be provided around the entire perimeter of the subject property and
shall also be delineated on the detailed site plan.

E. A firing range facility must have access to an approved private street or a
public street.
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F. Unauthorized access to the firing range facility shall be controlled while
firearms are being discharged.

G. The developer/operator of the firing range facility shall provide to Code
Enforcement at the time of application for the building final inspection, a
certification prepared by a North Carolina registered engineer that the firing range
facility has an environmental stewardship plan, which may include semi-annual
soil and water sampling, reqular liming of the soil to prevent lead migration,
reclamation and recycling of the lead and is compliant with the Best Management
Practices, specifically relating to lead management, as specified by the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) most current edition of Best
Management Practices for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges.

H. If any firing range facility, or the use thereof, is intended to be expanded to
include types of ranges, operations, munitions or activities not covered by the most
current conditional approval or pre-existing status, re-submittal/submittal of the site
plan for the entire firing range facility for review and approval of the change or
expansion shall be required prior to commencement of the change or expansion.
This provision applies regardless whether or not the firing range facility was in
existence prior to the adoption of this section.

. All outdoor firing range facilities shall maintain _general liability insurance
coverage in an amount of not less than Three Million Dollars through an insurance
company licensed to do business in North Carolina. The policy shall not exclude
coverage for property damage or personal injury caused by the discharge of
firearms.

J. All other applicable Federal, State and local requlations, to include the County’s
Noise Ordinance, shall be strictly adhered to.

K. This sub-section K shall specifically apply to all non-permitted existing uses
which are outdoor firing ranges within the definition of this ordinance, except those
as may be permitted in accordance with this sub-section. A permit shall be issued
for any non-permitted outdoor firing range in operation on June 20, 2005, upon the
submission of an application that shall include:

1. The date upon which the applicant commenced outdoor firing range
operations on the site;

2. An aerial map which shows the boundaries of the site and the
improvements located thereon;

3. A statement of the hours of operation;
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4. A statement of the largest caliber ammunition discharged on the site; and

5. A narrative description of the measures employed (a) to control
unauthorized access to the facility when weapons are being discharged, (b) to
prevent projectiles from leaving the site, (c) to mitigate noise and (d) to mitigate
potential lead contamination of the groundwater.

The permit issued under this sub-section K shall establish the benchmark for the
determination of an expansion under sub-section H. Any facility permitted under
this sub-section K shall remain subject to all other applicable state laws and local
ordinances.
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Attachment 1
P11-20 Outdoor Firing Ranges

SECTION 403 USE MATRIX

CUMBERLAND COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE

P = PERMITTED USE

S = SPECIAL USE (Sec. 1606 Board of Adjustment approval required)

Z = CONDITIONAL ZONING (Article V — County Commissioners approval
required) (Amd. 04-11-18)

LAND USES [

ZONING CLASSIFICATIONS

CD | Al | AlA R40

R40A

R30

R30A

RR

R20

R20A

R15

R7.5
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R6A

R5

R5A

O&I(P)

Ci(P)

C2(P)

C(P)

ML(P)

M(P)

FIRING RANGE, OUTDOOR (Sec. 907.1)
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